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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 12 December 2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. Applicant argues that the prior art publication of Haneda et al 
does image synthesis in only one mode. Examiner submits that Haneda teaches image 
synthesis in an overlay mode as discussed in para. 0133 "the subject image ... is 
overlaid on the template image, to produce the composite image". In addition, Haneda 
teaches image synthesis in an inlay mode as discussed in para. 0160 " inlavino of 
subject Image on a template image". The overlapping of images and inlaying of images 
indicates more than one mode and are discussed in Haneda as two different scenarios 
of arranging image layers to form a composite image. 

Applicant also argues that the MPU 30 cannot perform switching between the 
two modes of inlaying and overlaying of image data. The MPU 30 supervises the whole 
of the image file printing apparatus (para. 0102). If a user decides to perform the 
overlay operation of para. 0133 and/or the inlay operation of para. 0165, the MPU 30 
will supervise the operation as requested by a user using the touch panel 32 that is 
connected to the MPU 30 (para. 0105). 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to because element 25 of Fig. 2 should read "IMAGE 
SYNTHESIZER". Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
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amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The 
figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If 
a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the 
replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered 
and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date 
of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or 
"New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the 
examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in 
the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the Invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Haneda 



et al (USPGPub 20040223168 A1). 
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With respect to claim 1 , Haneda et al disclose an image synthesizing apparatus 
for synthesizing a subject image with at least an additional image to produce a 
composite image, comprising: 

an image input device (image filing and printing apparatus, para. 0099) for 
inputting image data of said subject image into a memory (image memory 35, para. 
0103): 

an image processing device (photo-joy printing service, para. 0099) for 
processing said image data to synthesize said subject image with at least an additional 
image; and 

a mode switching device (MPU 30, which controls the apparatus , when the 
selection of the subject images to be synthesized (reads on overlay mode) by the user 
has been completed, the display screen of the display device 33 is switched to an 
inlaying screen, para. 0165) for switching over said image synthesizing apparatus 
between an overlay mode (para. 0133, line 2- line 5) and an inlay mode, wherein, in 
said overlay mode, said image data of said subject image is input into said memory in a 
size corresponding to a designated print size of said composite image (para. 0133, line 
8- line 1 1 ), and at least an additional image is overlaid on a predetermined portion of 
said subject image (see Fig. 12), whereas, in said inlay mode, a mount area is defined 
in said memory in correspondence with a designated print size of said composite image 
(a portion of the range of the subject image to be synthesized (the synthesis definition 
range) is extracted and synthesis processing is performed on the basis of the 
designation of the position and the information relating to the alignment which are 
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obtained in the image synthesis on the display device 33, para. 0168), and said subject 
image and at least an additional image are inlaid in those ranges which are defined in 
variable sizes at appropriate locations within said mount area (see Fig. 23 showing 
controls such as enlargement and multisize). 

wherein in said overiay mode, said at least an additional image is equal to said 
subject image in size (see Fig. 12 as well as defining size information of images in para. 
0125), and a reference point of said at least an additional image overiaps an origin of 
said subject image (Haneda teaches using a synthesis definition wherein a reference 
point (0,0) and other positional information is used when overiapping images to produce 
a composite image (para. 0124 and 0128). 

With respect to claim 2, Haneda et al disclose an image synthesizing apparatus 
as recited in claim 1 , wherein said image processing device processes said image data 
of said subject image on the basis of a template selected from among a plurality of 
templates (one kind of template image is selected among a plurality kinds of template 
images. A subject image is synthesized on the selected template image, para. 0116). 

With respect to claim 3, Haneda et al disclose an image synthesizing apparatus 
as recited in claim 2, wherein said templates comprise templates which are prepared in 
correspondence with a plurality of kinds of additional images available in said overiay 
mode, and templates for use in said inlay mode each of which is produced for each 
composite image to define the print size of said composite image, and the sizes and 
locations of said subject image and at least an additional image within said composite 
image (each of the template image data recording area for image display and the 
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template image data recording area for printing is further divided into recording areas 
depending on the l<ind of template image. Template image data corresponding to the 
kind of template is stored in each of the areas, para. 01 16, lines 4-10, and a decoration 
template includes types depending on the number of subject images and whether the 
subject images are displayed longitudinally or laterally. Template image data is stored 
for each type, para. 01 17). 

With respect to claim 4, Haneda et al disclose an image synthesizing apparatus 
as recited in claim 3, wherein said additional images available for said overlay mode 
comprise those images which are each constituted of a transparent portion for partly 
exposing said subject image and an ornamental image portion to be superimposed on 
said subject image (magnetic information recording areas 3a and 3c are also provided 
by applying a transparent magnetic material on a film. The magnetic information 
recording areas 3a and 3b, provided on the other side of the photographic film 1 are 
generally used for recording information in response to entry by a user, para. 0075- 
0076). 

With respect to claim 5, Haneda et al disclose an image synthesizing apparatus 
as recited in claim 4, wherein said ornamental image portions comprise images to frame 
said subject image (magnetic information recording areas (frame information recording 
areas) 3b and 3d provided in correspondence to each of the image recording areas 4 
are used for recording information (frame information) relating to an image recorded, 
para. 0077). 
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With respect to claim 6, Haneda et al disclose an image synthesizing apparatus 
as recited in claim 2, wherein said templates comprise templates defining at least a 
character inlaying range for inlaying characters in said composite image (see Fig. 10, 
specifically the "x,y" location of the template "Title Display" characters which is inlaid in 
the composite image). 

With respect to claim 7, Haneda et al disclose an image synthesizing apparatus 
as recited in claim 2, wherein when the same template is selected to be used for a 
plurality of subject images in said overlay mode, said image input device inputs image 
data of said plurality of subject images in continuous succession in response to a 
command, and said image processing device processes said image data of said subject 
images on the basis of said same template to produce a plurality of composite images 
successively (when there is a plurality of subject images to be synthesized, the 
processing is repeated, para. 0168). 

With respect to claim 8, Haneda et al disclose an Image synthesizing apparatus 
as recited In claim 1 , wherein said image input device comprises a scanner (scanner 42, 
para. 0106) for picking up image data from an original. 

With respect to claim 9, Haneda et al disclose an image synthesizing apparatus 
as recited in claim 8, wherein said scanner comprises a film scanner (film scanner of 
Fig. 4, and see para. 0088-0094) that picks up image data from pictures photographed 
on a photographic film. 
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Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Blank (USPN 5,469,536) disclose an image editing system for constructing 
composite images. 

Romano et al (USPN 5,920,685) disclose a printing system, for merging a 
scanned image with a merge image to produce a composite image. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas J. Lett whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7464. The examiner can normally be reached on 7-3:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A. Williams can be reached on (571) 272-7471. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



TJL 




